The Odyssey 

Study Guide—Books 22-23

Please answer in COMPLETE Sentences!!!

Death in the Great Hall

1. Who does Odysseus try to shoot?  Why do you think that he shoots this person first?

2. When the other men got angry, why could they not harm Odysseus? 

3. Why is Odysseus killing the men?

4. What argument does Eurymachus make?

5. What is the climax of this part of the story?

6. What part does Telemachus play in the battle?  What does this tell us about him?

7. What was the outcome of the battle?  How does this add to the characterization of Odysseus?

8. Identify an epic simile in the last stanza.  What is being compared to what?

The Trunk of the Olive Tree

1. Does Penelope believe that Odysseus has returned home?  Who/what does she think it is instead?

2. How does Penelope’s nurse know that it is Odysseus?

3. How does Penelope react when she first sees Odysseus?

4. Why are they making people believe there is a wedding feast taking place?

5. Why does Odysseus get cleaned up and sits in his old chair?

6. Who has suffered more:  Odysseus or Penelope?  Why?

7. What does Penelope have the nurse do?  How does Odysseus react?

8. What is special about the bed?

9. What makes Penelope realize it is Odysseus?

10.   How does the story end?

