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 The Ending of Of Mice and Men

The ending of Of Mice and Men usually evokes a strong reaction.  It is a powerful yet upsetting way to end this novel about friendship, loneliness, and dreams.  Carefully reread the ending to the novel starting where George finds Lennie by the pool.  Note the details of George’s reactions throughout the last pages; not the details of how Curley, Carlson, and Slim react to George’s slaying of Lennie.

A.  Quote George’s reactions through out the last pages using Steinbeck’s words as well as your own.  Write down what he said to Lennie and why.  Write down what he did non-verbally as well.

B.  Quote the reactions of the following men as each arrived on the scene and saw what George had done.  Comment on how each reaction fits that character.  Last, comment on which reaction do you trust the most.

1. Carlson


Quote his reaction:


How does this fit his character?

2. Curley


Quote his reaction:


How does this fit his character?

3. Slim


Quote his reaction:


How does this fit his character?

Which reaction do you trust the most?  Who would understand George’s reasons best and why?

C.  Based on a careful examination of what Steinbeck wrote (parts A and B on this worksheet), decide Steinbeck’s motivation for George:  Did George kill Lennie to help Lennie (mercy killing) or to help himself?  State and explain.


