The Odyssey

Focus Question #1

Odysseus has lost his ship and all of his men.  He remains on Calypso’s island for several years without hope of ever being able to return to his beloved home and wife.  He is a virtual prisoner of Calypso and is in the abyss part of the hero’s journey because he is facing his biggest fear:  the knowledge that he will never return to Ithaca and never see Penelope again.  Athena intercedes on Odysseus’ behalf, and the gods conspire to get him home.  Once Odysseus’ hope of returning is restored, he begins his transformation part of his journey, and he begins plans for the last leg of his journey with vigor and veal.  

What is the relationship between hope and his will to survive?  Trace the changes in Odysseus’ character from the time he arrives on Calypso’s island, while he lives on the island.

Answer Plan:

1. Restate the question using a strong start (lead).

2. Write a few sentences describing Odysseus’ character as he lands on the island.  Who is he?  How does he behave?  What characteristics define his behavior and attitude?

3. Write a few sentences describing Odysseus’ character as he lives on the island.  What is his behavior like?  What does his behavior suggest about his attitude?

4. Write a few sentences describing the change in Odysseus’ behavior once he learns that he is to finally return home to Ithaca.  What characteristics define his behavior and attitude?

5. Conclude by stating your thoughts on what role you think hope has to do with Odysseus’ will to survive.

