Notes on 

Greek Tragedy

Protagonist


agon (agony)/suffering/passion





pro (for)/ the one who suffers or undergoes passion

Antagonist


against the one undergoing suffering

Scapegoat


innocent victim

Tragic Hero


a victim whose character is such that he puts himself into a 





situation leading to his/her inevitable destruction

Characteristics of a Tragic Hero





~ Sense of his own greatness





~ Irrationality





~ Courtly Lover





~ Fatal Flaw (brings about is downfall)





~ Exceptional, superhuman, different from the rest 






Signified by:







Extraordinary patterns of speech







Exceptional imagination







Visionary, purist, idealistic beliefs







Commitment to the fulfillment of an ideal 







A “mortal” with immortal longings

· The action of the Tragic Hero represents a heroic attempt to impose a personal vision upon a hostile and unforgiving world.

· “If only” is a theme.

· The protagonist is the victim who's fate illustrates a truth about the human condition.  

· The tragic hero or heroine is “sacrificed” for the community.

· The effect of the sacrifice is to restore the community to health by making the truth known.

The Chorus


the ongoing community of mankind





a sounding board





powerless to act 





judge and interpreter of the action witnessed





one who tells/sees the story but is outside of it

Notes on 

Greek Tragedy

Elements of a Greek Tragedy

1. The tragic hero must be a NOBLE MAN.  He must be someone with whom the audience can identify.  He is not perfect in virtue, but nobel in character.

2. The hero must possess a CHARACTER FLAW which helps to bring about is downfall.  The character may make poor decisions because of this flaw.

3. The element of FATE plays a major role in the hero's downfall.  His downfall may result from forces totally outside of the character's control.  Ultimately, the tragic hero's downfall is brought about because of poor judgement and accidental happenings.

4. The hero's death must arouse PITY or FEAR in the READER as well as leaving the reader with more UNDERSTANDING ABOUT THE WAYS OF MAN.

