Questions to ask during discussion and reading of “The Most Dangerous Game”

1. When you first meet Rainsford during the story, what is your impression of him?  What words would you use to describe him?

2. What is Rainsford’s opinion of hunting at the beginning of the story?

3. How does Rainsford end up on Ship-Trap Island?

4. After Rainsford falls overboard and has to struggle to survive the sea, he hears a pistol shot and ten minutes later hears the water breaking on the rocks.  How does Rainsford feel when he lands on the island?

5. What deductive reasoning does Rainsford use concerning the type prey on the island?

6. What type habitation does Rainsford find on the island?

7. How does Ivan greet Rainsford?

8. What is Rainsford’s impression of General Zaroff?

9. What is ironic about General Zaroff’s statement, “We do our best to preserve the amenities of civilization here”?

10. As Zaroff and Rainsford begin their conversation, Zaroff says, “I hunt more dangerous game.”  What type game did you first think he was meaning?

11. When does Rainsford realize what game Zaroff hunts?  

12. After you realize what the prey will become in the story, how does the title of the story change its significance?  What is the double meaning of game?

13. How would you feel if you were Rainsford that night as he goes for “a good, restful night’s sleep”?

14. What is ironic about Zaroff’s statement: “Oh, you can trust me… I will give you my word as a gentleman and as a sportman”?

15. How is Zaroff’s treatment of his dogs counter to his treatment of man?

16. Why do you think Richard Connell skips directly from the conversation between Rainsford and Zaroff to the hunt?  How would the story have been affected by explaining Rainsfsord’s preparation for the hunt?

17. Why do you think Zaroff does not look all the way up the tree where Rainsford is hidden?

18. Connell states, “Then it was that Rainsford knew the full meaning of terror.”  Why does Rainsford feel complete terror?

19. How does Rainsford elude his hunter during the hunt?  

20. How does Rainsford’s attitude toward hunting change?  Do you believe that Rainsford will ever revert to his earlier opinions of hunting?

21. What happens in the end?  Is the ending of the story satisfactory?  If you had the opportunity, would you have ended the story differently?

22. Explain how Richard Connell builds suspense in the story.
