Greek and Latin Roots

The Greek and Latin roots listed below are helpful in unlocking the meanings of many English words.

Greek Roots


Meaning


Example

Cosmos



order, universe


cosmic

Polites



citizen



politics

Syn



with



synonym

Chronos


time



chronological

Latin Roots


Meaning


Example

Tempus



time



temporary

Nihil



nothing



nihilism

Limen



threshold


limit

Timere



to fear



timid

Solus



alone



solitary

Fedilis



faithful



fidelity

Imperium


empire



imperial

Pater



father



patrimony

Mors



death



mortality

Loqui



to speak



loquacious

Vertere



to turn



revert

Cantare


to sing



cantata

Fortis



luck



fortunate

Use the Greek and Latin roots and the context clues in each of the sentences to determine the meaning of the italicized words.  Write the letter of the correct meaning.

_____1.  There was a…chemical taint so subtle, so slight that only a faint cry of his subliminal senses warned 
him that it was there.


a.  hearing


b. below the threshold of consciousness


c. beyond the pain threshold

_____2.  Dresden…with no military significance, was for some reason annihilated by the Allies in a massive f
irebombing.


a. named for a nearby hill


b. singled out from among many others


c. completely destroyed

_____3.  Harrison and his Empress merely listened to the music for a while---listened gravely, as though 
synchronizing their heartbeats with it.

a. getting into a musical arrangement


b. losing track of time


c. making agree in rate or speed

_____4. His father had gone to that war…giving fidelity to no man or army or flag.


a. money


b. loyalty


c. religion

_____5. The instructor began to put on the airs of the city.  He wanted to appear cosmopolitan.


a. attractive


b. beaten down by the world


c. a citizen of the world

_____6. She had been back only a day – her absence had been almost contemporaneous with his engagement.


a. happening in the same period of time


b. happening at different times


c. causing prolonged periods of anger and resentment


_____7.  The situation was resolved by the fortuitous appearance of the caddy master.


a. disastrous


b. accidental, lucky


c. diplomatic

_____8. Imperiously, she put two or three dollars on the counter.


a. impishly


b. sadly



c. in a proud and domineering manner

_____9. There were now only the desolate sandboxes knee-deep in crusted ice.


a. forlorn, lonely


b. ugly


c. cold

_____10. The two women stared at him with a dull, bewildered hostility, a sullen, timorous restraint.


a. mean



b. fearful


c. unwilling

_____11. Only once did he catch sight of his victim; she swept pas him the hall with a patronizing “Hi!”


a. enthusiastic


b. condescending


c. childlike

_____12. Oh, what a mortal pity he was ever born.


a. embarrassing 


b. serious


c. slight

_____13.  Her eyes, which, were she a child, she would have instantly averted, remained a second on Matt’s f
ace.


a. closed



b. turned away


c. blinked rapidly

_____14.  But no, he brought with him from Barbados only black rum and blacker pride and magic incantations, 
which neither healed nor saved.


a. potions


b. lies


c. chantings

_____15.  I am not being coy or colloquial but bluntly and sadly matter-of-fact when I say that I will now never 
know what she saw in him.


a. conversational



b. deceitful


c. characterized by techniques of formal debate

